
Tougal Cottage information for visitors for the 2020 season 

 
 
Sincerely hope you and yours are well in these difficult times. As I’m sure you can 
imagine, there are some ‘prevent covid spread’ measures that we’ll have to put in 
place for the 2020 season. If these measures are incompatible with what you can cope 
with, I’m really sorry, but please could you cancel your booking for this year. You are 
most welcome to book again for next year when hopefully things will be easier. 
 
N.B. If you - or someone in your household - is suffering from covid, you must cancel 
your booking for this year. If you develop symptoms while at the cottage, contact me 
by email tougal@icloud.com immediately and depart as soon as you can.  
 
Please vacate by 6pm at the latest on the 
Friday. The change over cleaning will be 
done on the Saturday (morning/early pm). 
You may arrive from 3pm on the Saturday 
‘as usual’; it’d be okay to come later. 
When you leave, please open windows to 
enable the air to circulate. Open the 
bathroom window together with the wall 
windows in the living room (no need to open 
the kitchen window or the new velux) and 
leave all internal doors open. Just to note 
there are new windows in the living room 
which are double glazed (keeps it cosy) and 
this photo shows what the window looks like 
when  open. They can’t open very far.  
 
Rent. I suggest £300 for your shortened week and increased hassle. If you feel that 
you’d have been happy paying more, please consider donating to one or both of these 
charities: 
Practical Action or Mallaig Leisure Centre. 
 
What to bring? 
Please bring your bedding (typically: duvet, sheets and pillowcases) – which I 
appreciate is a hassle, sorry. There will be four pillows for you with fabric pillow 



protectors over which your pillow cases go. For the king-sized bed in the bedroom!, 
there is a top king-sized mattress protector (over two single mattress protectors on the 
individual single mattresses) and for the sofa bed in the living room, you’ll find a top 
mattress protector in the new grey ottoman storage. Before you leave, please put all 
four pillow protectors and the top mattress protectors (that you have used) in the 
washing machine with a dollop of the washing liquid that’s under the sink and switch 
the machine on for a 60degree wash. Thank you! 
Also please bring towels, tea towels and toiletries. There will be some cleaning 
products under the sink in the kitchen which you are welcome to use as well as spare 
toilet paper and eco toilet cleaner in the lidded box by the bath.  I’ll provide lots of ‘J-
cloths’ which must be put in the rubbish after you have finished using them; they are 
adequate as drying cloths as well as dish cloths.  
 
What to take when you leave? 
All your own stuff including all spare food, rubbish from all bins (and remove the 
bins’ plastic bag liners). Please remove rubbish from the cottage area completely; the 
Highland Council bins are at the top of the drive. There is glass recycling by the 
Morar Hotel and in the car park by Mallaig library. 
 
Other news. 
The living room has been redecorated. I hope you’ll like it! But. Due to you-know-
what the person that was to fit a new wall heater has not been able to come yet. 
However, there is a wee electric radiator that fits nicely under the table, there is a fan 
heater of the hairdryer type for occasional use and of course, there is the open fire. I 
don’t think that you’ll be too cold. A note about the open fire: the big grey trunk at the 
side of the cottage contains logs for summer visitors; the wood on top and inside the 
smaller grey trunk may be used but ‘at your own risk’ as there are nails and splinters 
galore! if you want coal, please could you bring it. The fireplace should be cleaned 
out after cooling down after each use; there is a new ‘ASH’ bucket. And there is Veg: 
if you are lucky you might find a French bean or a tomato or two – bon appetite! 
Parsley is growing well and there are a few other herbs for your culinary pleasure. 
  

• Please email me the day before you are due to come to Tougal to confirm to the 
best of your knowledge you and your party are covid-free. 

 
Thanks to all of you who are working on the front line, looking after 

vulnerable people or are just supporting the amazing efforts on-going. 
 

 

                                                
! If you want to use the two single mattresses that make up the king-sized bed for children, please 
remove the top king-sized mattress protector with gloves (spare marigolds under the sink in the 
kitchen) and place in a big bin-liner plastic bag (also under sink) and leave a note for the cleaner. The 
two single top mattress protectors should go in the wash. Thanks! If you want to make the beds single, 
take off one of the mattresses and push the drawers in – that makes a single bed; the taken off mattress 
can go on the floor on the green yoga mat which is in the wardrobe. 


